
Otways Policy 
 

Background 

Geelong Bushwalking Club has a special association with the Great Otway National Park and its 

surrounds.  This is demonstrated by our frequent walks in the area, by the role the club took in 

establishing the Great Ocean Walk, by publication of Walking the Otways; and by our decision to 

host Federation Walks there in 2002 and 2019. 

The club has not had a focus to actively manage this intimate relationship.   

Purpose 

The purpose of this policy is to establish a framework to ensure that GBC retains familiarity with, and 

access to, important walks in the Great Otway National Park and surrounds for the benefit of its 

current and future members.  

Measures 

GBC Committee.   

One general member of the GBC committee will be assigned as the Otways Coordinator. This 

committee member will coordinate the implementation of this policy and report on its 

implementation at committee meetings. 

Walking the Otways Walks 

Many of the walks listed in Walking the Otways are maintained by Parks Victoria or DEWLP or 

receive sufficient traffic to make further action by the Club unnecessary.  The Club will continue to 

use and monitor these walks and update walks notes for walks included in the Walking the Otways. 

If track access or condition problems arise with these walks, the Otways Coordinator or a delegate 

will discuss these with the relevant land/walk manager responsible for the walks but not undertake 

any track maintenance. 

Iconic Walks.   

GBC will act to retain familiarity with and access to the following existing ‘iconic’ circuits: 

• Allambee Beek 

• Four Falls 

• Pennyroyal 

• Wild Dog Falls  

• Margaret and Melba Falls; and 

• Wye River Falls 

Iconic Walk Leaders 

A leader will be identified for each of the iconic walks.  This person will: 

• Ensure walks are scheduled 

• Lead scheduled walks or arrange for a delegate to lead walks 



• Coordinate track maintenance as required; and 

• Put in place a succession plan 

Frequency 

Each of the listed walks will be completed at least once each year and preferably twice – once on 

Thursday and once on a weekend. 

Relationship with ORWTA.   

The monthly joint walks with ORWTA are to be included in the walk frequency discussed above.  

Coordination with ORWTA will be undertaken to facilitate this and to place appropriate notices in 

club newsletters. 

Track Maintenance 

Tracks should be maintained to facilitate navigation that is adequate for walks led by an experienced 

leader. The standard for track maintenance is as follows:  a path marked by wear, up to 900 mm 

wide, and relatively free of obstruction.  The navigation can be augmented with surveyor’s tape as 

required plus walk maps available to club members. 

Leaders will decide on necessary track maintenance and coordinate it for their tracks. 

The club will provide equipment and appropriate training for an appropriate number of operators to 

facilitate maintenance. 

No live or standing timber will be cut as part of track maintenance and no modification to the 

ground will be undertaken.  Minor branches and foliage which impinges on the track may be pruned.  

Walking the Otways Book 

The Walking the Otways book may require some update on walks until its is decided to develop and 

publish the 5th edition in the future.  The updates may arise due to the need to re-route parts of the 

walks due to changes in land tenure for example. The clubs Otway Coordinator is to ensure that 

there are adequate process and people to maintain the update of the information for walks in the 

Walking the Otways. 

 

Effective date and 
review date 

This policy takes effect from 6th August 2018 
 
It is due for initial review by 6th August 2019 

 


