
GEELONG BUSHWALKING CLUB PRIVACY POLICY 

 

Statement of policy                                                                                   
 

The Geelong Bushwalking Club (GBC) collects and holds a range of personal 
information about Club members for the purposes of providing them with 
electronic or hard copies of the GBC Newsletter, advising them of items of 
interest in relation to GBC business, reimbursing them for expenditure, 
facilitating delivery of GBC activities, and contributing to reports and descriptions of GBC activities 
within the Newsletter and on the Club’s website. 

 

As part of good practice, the GBC is committed to protecting the privacy of members’ personal 
information and as such adopts the principles of the Commonwealth Privacy Act 1988 (Compilation 
No. 80). 

 

Definition of personal information 

 

Personal information is any information held by the GBC about a member that could reasonably be 
used to identify them. Apart from their name, this includes: 

• Street address, email address and/or phone number 
  
From time to time, this may also include: 

• Posed and informal photos or videos. These images may also record personal information 
that could be deemed sensitive, namely racial or ethnic origin. 

• Bank account details 
 

The collection and management of information of this nature is subject to the procedures outlined 
below. Furthermore, the GBC will not collect or record without consent of the Club member the 
following personal information that could also be deemed sensitive: 

• political opinions 

• membership of a political association 

• religious beliefs or affiliations 

• philosophical beliefs 

• membership of a professional or trade association 

• membership of a trade union 

• sexual preferences or practices 

• criminal record  
 

Procedures for managing members’ personal information 

 

Collection  

In Australia, there is no general right to privacy. This means there is no law which prevents an image 
of a GBC member being taken and published without their permission, except in certain 
circumstances such as on private property, for purposes of harassment, or images which are 
offensive.  

 

Within this broader context, the GBC will: 



• collect only information from members that is necessary for membership records or that 
supports relevant GBC functions  

• notify members about why we collect the information and how it is administered. For 
example, photographs and videos may be taken by members during Club activities and 
forwarded to GBC officers, for possible publication in the Newsletter or on the Club’s 
website. 

o In the case of photographs and videos, from time to time it is possible these will be 
taken without the specific knowledge of the Club member 

o In the case of photographs and videos, it may be impractical for a member to “opt 
out” at the time of data collection eg member is out of earshot of photographer 
  

• notify members that this information is accessible to them 
 
Use and disclosure  

The GBC will: 

• use and/or disclose a member’s information only for the main purpose for which it was 
collected – for example, distribution of the Club Newsletter, incorporation into a report of a 
club activity, or reimbursement of expenditure by the Club member  
 

• obtain consent from the member before using or disclosing their personal information for 
any other reason 
 

• from time to time, use photographs or video to enhance written reports of Club activities or 
to illustrate Club activities on the Club’s website 

 

• remove their image from an edition of the Newsletter (archive version) or website if asked 
by a Club member to do so 

 
The GBC will not:  

• publish images of minors 

• use images for commercial purposes without first seeking consent of the member(s)  

• publish images that would be regarded as harassing or offensive 
 

Data quality  

The GBC will take reasonable steps to ensure the information collected about members is accurate, 
complete, up-to-date and relevant to the functions performed by the Club. 

 

Data security  

The GBC will safeguard the information collected and stored about members against misuse, loss, 
unauthorized access and modification.  

  

Openness  

The GBC will: 

• ensure members are aware of this Privacy Policy and Procedures and its purposes  

• make this information freely available in relevant publications and on the GBC’s website 
 

 

 



Access and correction  

The GBC will make sure members know they have a right to access any of their information which is 
held by the GBC, and to make corrections if they feel the information is wrong. 

 

Members who wish to access or amend their personal information should in the first instance 
contact the GBC Secretary. 

 

Responsibility 

 

The GBC Committee is responsible for adopting this policy. 

 

The GBC’s Committee and all other members are responsible for the implementation of this policy. 

 

The GBC Secretary is responsible for monitoring changes in privacy legislation and for reviewing this 
policy as and when the need arises. 
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